Put the
presents under
the Christmas
tree. Draw the
path starting
at 3 and
counting by 3s
up to 300.
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We all love
toys but there
are some still
today who
will not get
any over this
time. All
donated toys
will be fairly
distributed
via the
Salvation
Army.
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You are also
encouraged
to bring
something for
the homeless.
See the full
list on the
notice board
in the lobby.
(Includes
Wind up
pocket
torches, lip
balm, gloves,
hats, scarves,
new stamps,
chocolates
and hand
cream. Every
little helps!
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The nativity from Scratch Tuesday 20th at 11am. Presented by Sarah
Jones with a warm welcome to all ages. With rhyme and story - listen,
look or take part in something very special.

5 a day!

Read a prayer and a set of short Bible readings and you will have

spent 5 minutes joining in with the song of the angels

An Advent prayer

Surprise me God

Through all that you give me,
In the places you take me,

In the direction you lead me,
While you keep me waiting.

Unhinge me Lord

Through all | take for granted,

From the comforts | hoard,
From complacency within,
Where | fail to listen.

Spirit abound

with freshness to your
disciples,

As | seek a closer walk,
As | desire a deeper love,
So | am ready

When you come again,

A prayer of confession

Lord there is so much we have got wrong,
Things we have seen and wanted - and chased after,

bad choices we have made,

things that would have been better not done or said,
words and actions we should have done,

but didn’t.

They pile up and make an ugly mess.

But you are the one who can put things right,

You are the one who can restore us,

change us -

give us your strength and
power.

We confess what we have got
wrong.

We bring it to you.

Sweep through us, we pray,
cleanse us,

dust us down.

Remake us in your image.

CONTACT DETAILS
Rev David Hill @ 210438
Email: revhill@btinternet.com

@ 07900 444342

Sun.

Is.61:1-4; Ps. 126; 1 Thess. 5:16-24

Mon. Num. 24:2-7, 15-17; Psalm 25:3-8; Matt. 21:23-27
Tues. Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13; Ps. 34:1-6, 21-22; Matt 21:28-32

Wed.

Is. 45:6-8; Ps. 85:7-13; Lk.7:24-30

Thurs.lIs. 54:1-10, Ps. 30:1-15,11; Lk.7:24-30
Fri. Is.56:1-3,6-8; Ps. 67;Jn 5:33-36
Sat. Gen. 49:2,8-10; Ps. 72:1-5,18-19; Matt. 1:1-17

These are

readings

from the Lectionary,

so you

know

thousands of
Christians are reading
the same passages on

these days.

You can

take a minute on each.
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i Hark the Herald Angels sing. i
i Glory 1o the New born King. py
4 Prolific hymn writer Charles Wesley. who helped his brather John begin the &
# Methodist Church, wrdte The original words fo 'Hark! The Herald Angels Sing' *
& in 1739 as a Christmas hymn that was published thatf year in a book called 4
#* Hymns and Sacred Poems. The first two lines were: "Hark. how the welkin [an
4 old English word for heaven] rings/Glory 1o the king of kings.” But in 1753, 4
Wesley's friend and co-worker George Whitfield changed those lines 1o the

-

L s

4 ones we know foday: "Hark! The herald angels sing. glory o the newborn 4
* king." Y
& The song was originally sung 1o the tune of ‘Christ the Lord is Risen Today.' In 4

1840. Felix Mendelssohn composed a cantata called ‘Festgesang' (Festival *

Song) fo commemorate the 400th anniversary of Johannes Gu‘renberg'si
* invention of the printing press. The tune thal Mendelssohn wrote for that *
i occasion is The one that organist William Hayman Cummings used in 1855 1o i
iarrange the lyrics for 'Hark! The Herald Angels Sing'. resutting in the song i

4 that people are familiar with foday. i
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NOTICES

This week most of the regular activities come to an end for the
Christmas break.

TONIGHT 6.00pm Carols by Candlelight followed by
drinks and mince pies.
MONDAY 1.00pm Mary & Martha at 61 Offington Drive
7.30pm Deacons’ Meeting
WEDNESDAY 7.30pm Wednesday Group Party at 168 King

Edward Ave.
THURSDAY after lunch Friends Together - Carols
Gary should have had his operation on Friday, but is hopeful it should
be today.
Thanks are expressed to the many people who have worked hard at
keeping our sanctuary clean last week (we had over 1,500 people in our
sanctuary for various “nativities”) and to the cafe staff who coped so well

TONIGHT

Join us at 6pm. for candlelight carols as we discover the
message of Christmas through readings, carols and personal
testimony.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING

The communion part may only last 20 minutes (there will be no musicians
leading us), but it will be good to fellowship around the table of the Lord. As
part of your morning you could even help in getting the Christingles ready
sharing refreshments or joining in a prayer activity.

THE NATIVITY TOUR

Don’t wait until 4pm. Although we have encouraged the public to come at 4pm.
we need our regular church attenders to come from 3pm. otherwise we will not
get everyone “round the nativity stables.” Your tour will take you around the
various scenes that thread together to make up the most amazing event our
planet has ever witnessed! You will walk through various scenes, experience the
majesty of the angels and understand how busy Bethlehem really was as Mary
and Joseph desperately searched for a place to have the baby. You will even
meet live animals and stroke the donkey that carried the precious load to that
famous stable. A truly realistic experience for all ages, young and old. And
when you are not “on tour” there are mulled drinks, refreshments and a chance
to meet friends - old and new! Sandra will be doing crafts with the children from
5.20pm. and would like some helpers and we conclude our afternoon with a
Christingle service.

CHRISTMAS EVE at 11.30pm.

The candles will again be lit as together we will sing “Silent Night” and we hear
the world in a new stillness - waiting! The children will all be tucked up in bed
and yet we have an anticipation and a thrill in our souls on this night which
leads into a new dawn.
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Christmas Day 1st Jan. 2012

Prais‘eo'z::m & Christmas is love in action, 10:30am our own
Celebration as g’: B‘eSSQd S The Season along to find out

what this is all
about! Get over the
late night with
something to
stimulate the soul.

we gather with o .
our friends for | % ThaT covers eVeryThmg

this 45 minutes

ol
service. A service ﬁ:‘; ThVOUgh an act of love.

we all love. &~
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